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Location of the laboratory The relative location of the laboratory and its ancillary
areas with respect to each other and to the building as a whole must be considered.

—Ilaboratories that have a common function or which support services or equipment
should be grouped together to avoid duplication of facilities and reduce carriage of
materials through the buildings;

—those that require regular deliveries of bulky goods should be located close to the
goods receiving area or to a goods loft;

—wherever possible laboratories should be sited away from patient, residential and
public areas, although patients may have to attend and provide or deliver specimens;
—laboratories should not be so located in a building that they become thoroughfares
or access routes to other areas;

—high—level containment or high—level laboratories should be located away from
patient or public areas and from heavy—used circulation routs;

—services should be located so that maintenance may be carried out with the
minimum of disruption to laboratory work;

—laboratories where there is a greater fire risk associated with the use of flammable
materials, e.g. histopathology, should be located away from patient or public access
areas and flammable material storage facilities to minimize the effect and spread of

fire.
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